OUR AMBASSADOR KING

Army Order : "H.R.H. Edward Prince of Wales, Staff
Captain1 in the i4th British Army Corps from July to
October, 1917, in the region of Boesinghe-Langemarck,
by ensuring liaisons up to the first lines under bombard-
ment, contributed very effectively to the close co-opera-
tion in the battle of the i4th British Army Corps and
the First French Army." A dispatch from Sir John
French stated that reports from General Officers agreed
in commending the thoroughness with which the Prince
performed any work entrusted to him, and added:
"H.R.H. did duty for a time in the trenches with a
battalion to which he belongs."

His service throughout the War was almost con-
tinuous, for his periods of leave were spent in obtaining
support for this or that emergency organisation. No
leave was granted for his coming-of-age, nor did he
desire it. He celebrated the event at the Front, and
asked that an announcement should be sent out trom
Buckingham Palace expressing his wish for a postpone-
ment of public ceremonies in this connection until
peace was declared. As soon as two years after the
outbreak of hostilities he had started a fund, under his
own name, for the relief of those whose near relations
had been killed in action. He stressed the importance
of having ready the means of relief. His motive was
to go some way towards staying distress by alleviating
anxiety. At the beginning of 1916 he was chairman of
the first committee meeting in connection with the Naval
and Military Pensions Act. By reason of his close
association with the troops he was able to speak then
not only convincingly but also effectively. In his speech
there was one passage in particular which indicated
that, in spite of the deadening pressure of immediate
events, he was trying to take a long view and to urge
others to do the same. "There is a class," he said, "to
whom the whole sympathy of the nation will go out,

i His promotion to captaincy was gained after nearly two years
of war.